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Pastor Emma Shorts and Love Ministries

Known to many in the community of
Richmond as Mama Shorts or Pastor Shorts,
Emma Shorts is a strong woman of faith and
friend of many. She has raised 8 of her own
children, but so many others call her Mama.
Everywhere she goes in Richmond, she runs
into someone she knows.

In 1986, Mrs. Shorts began to
experience God calling her to become an
evangelist. One week later, she said yes to
God and gave her first sermon. Over the next
several years, she preached in many different
local Methodist congregations, such as Smith
Chapel, Mt. Vernon, St. Luke’s, and Church of
the Living God.

Following a 2-% year pastorate at
Church of the Living God, Pastor Shorts
believed God was leading her to organize a
local church called Love Ministries. In
November of 1999, Love Ministries had its
first meeting at the Brazos Bend Villas
apartments in North Richmond, but the
Church consistently grew and had to change
spaces.

After several years of meeting, a
church member found a building for sale on
Preston Street. It was a 113 year old building
that had a long history of being used for
various shops, and Pastor Shorts wanted to
add Church to its history.

Purchasing the building was a leap of
faith, and the congregation was excited to
finally meet in a permanent location. This
building became a haven for many people,
and Love Ministries grew and thrived there
for years.

Pastor Shorts recalls the day the flood
waters began to swell in May of 2016. The
congregation watched in disbelief as the
waters rose, praying that the church building
would be miraculously spared. Sadly, it was
flooded and took on about four feet of water.
Wanting to save and repair the building the
members began mucking out the Church. As
they cut out the drywall, it became clear that
mold had spread too far in the walls, and
they had to demolish. Pastor Shorts said it
felt much like a death. Even in the midst of
mourning the building, she gratefully
remembers so many people from the
community rolling up their sleeves and
jumping in to help save the contents of the
church.
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Several local churches pitched in to
help demolish the church building, and a new
relationship blossomed with Friends of North
Richmond, which became the new meeting
place for Love Ministries. Pastor Shorts often
drives down to the lot where the building
once stood and envisions the new building,
but there have been multiple roadblocks.
Love Ministries’ lot is in the Richmond
historic district, which requires meeting many
building codes. The lot also has to be raised
up 5 feet in elevation before building can
begin. Pastor Shorts also recently underwent
hip replacement surgery and had to take
time to rest and heal. This has been a tough
journey for Pastor Shorts and Love Ministries
Church, but as she quotes with great
confidence from scripture, "..Your ways are
not my ways."” (Isaiah 55:8)
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And do not forget to do good and
share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.
Hebrews 13:6
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Along with the struggles, Pastor Shorts
shares, the flood brought reasons to
celebrate. New friendships have formed with
people she wouldn’t have normally crossed
paths with. A powerful woman of prayer, she
joined the prayer team at Friends of North
Richmond, regularly interceding for the
people of the community. She has made a
great impact on so many people by lending a
listening ear, giving hugs, praying, preaching,
counseling, conducting weddings and
funerals, leading Bible studies, sending daily
text messages of encouragement, and just
showing up to support her friends.

Pastor Shorts speaks with great deal of
faith and vision when she talks about the
future of Love Ministries. Once the new
building gets rebuilt, she wants it to be a
sacred space, a place of peace where anyone
who wants to can come pray and mediate.
Until that day, Friends of North Richmond is
happy to be the home of Love Ministries.
Church services are held at 11:00am on
Sundays at FNR Neighborhood Resource
Center.
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The Volunteer Classifieds

Email our Volunteer Coordinator Sarah Beth for more details:
sarahbeth@attackpoverty.org

VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR SOME LIGHT DEMO AT THE OFFICE

In need of one or two volunteers to come to the Resource Center for a few hours to
demo a couple of wooden storage boxes for us. We also have two pieces of a conference
table that needs to be cut to smaller pieces to fit into the dumpster. Email
sarahbeth@attackpoverty.org if you are available to help.

JOBS FOR LIFE ASSISTANT

Have a passion for helping adults excel? In this jobs readiness class you will help adults
put together resumes, train for interviews, and discover what they are passionate about.
We are in need of one more assistant. Not sure how to help? No worrying! There is a
curriculum and leaders already in place.

HOPE AFTER HARVEY

Need prayer? Right in front of our building a prayer wall where you can write your prayers
on, or write them down and put them in our prayer box inside out office. All prayer
requests are prayed over by our Prayer Team and local ministers. If you have the gift of
compassion and prayer and would like to join the Prayer Team, contact Sarah Beth at
Sarahbeth@attackpoverty.org for more details.

FEELING LED TO DO SOMETHING?
We would love to hear what you are passionate about and what program you are interested
in starting! Email Elise at: Elise@attackpoverty.org



mailto:Sarahbeth@attackpoverty.org
mailto:sarahbeth@attackpoverty.org
mailto:sarahbeth@attackpoverty.org

A Letter to Our Neighbors: North Richmond Vol. 11

You Can Academy (Monday — Friday | 3-5pm) — directed after school tutoring for 1st
through 5th grade

ESL Tutor Assistant (Saturday 8:00am — 11:00am) — help adults learn English

GED Tutor (time and day vary) - tutor adults as they earn their GED

Childcare (Saturday 8-11am) — Helping with kids of ESL and Computer Class students.
Jobs for Life Assistant (March 6 - |} -
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